
STEVE BAMBURY 
Award-Winning Professional Development Specialist and VR Pioneer 

PROFILE 
Over the last two decades, Steve Bambury has built an international reputation as a leading voice in the effective 

integration of technology to enrich and transform learning. Based in Dubai since 2008, Steve now works as a 

consultant, supporting organisations with their strategy, implementation and staff training of innovative technology 

solutions.  

 

Steve is particularly recognised for his work with Virtual Reality for learning and is regarded as a genuine thought-

leader in this field. His model for the Depths of VR is used in multiple universities around the world and Steve has 

spoken about the power, purpose and potential of VR as a medium for learning at events worldwide, including 

delivering the closing keynote address on this theme during the G20 Education Summit in Riyadh in 2019. 

 

In 2017, Steve became the first person to ever deliver professional development from inside Virtual Reality and he 

continues to host events to this day. In 2018, he co-hosted the world’s first global lesson inside VR alongside Pixar 

co-founder Loren Carpenter. In April 2020, Steve signed his first book deal and his first book “Immersive Impact” 

will published in early 2021. 

 

 

 

• Apple Distinguished Educator (Class of 2015) 

• Microsoft Master Trainer and MIE Expert (Fellow) 

• 2 x GESS Award for Best Use of ICT  (2014 & 2016) 

• Top 100 Global VR influencer (Onalytica, 2017)  

• Education Trendsetter Award (Edtech Digest, 2018) 

• BETT MEA  Innovation Award (2018) 

• World VR Awards judges (2018-present) 

     

“Steve is one of the leading VR pioneers in the MENA region and his initiatives and 

knowledge sharing have been immensely valuable and very effective in building up a core 

VR ecosystem in the UAE. The mode of education is changing here in the UAE and Steve 

has been very instrumental in that.” 
                                                                                       Shujat Mirza – UAE President, The VR/AR Association 

RECOGNITION 
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Steve delivering the closing keynote at the  

G20 summit in Riyadh, December 2019 



“I would like to extend great thanks to Steve. He managed to rally a group of individuals 

from five continents into a multi-user virtual environment to share dialogue with USAF 

leaders on the current state of VR for Learning. Steve has contributed immeasurably to 

global understanding and educational innovation.” 
                                                 Colonel Tony L. Millican - Director of Future Learning Initiatives, USAF Air University 

 

 

 

Steve has lead training for a range of clients in the UAE to support their successful adoption and integration of 

new technologies. This has included projects with PwC, Grant Thornton, GEMS, Al Futtaim, Microsoft, Fortes 

Holdings, Jacky’s Retail and The Sharjah Private Education Authority amongst others. In addition Steve was 

recently invited to host remote training for Apple Education staff based out of the Apple HQ in California. 

 

Steve mentors development teams in Africa as a part of the Facebook Accelerator and has collaborated on 

projects with VR pioneers like Jeremy Bailenson (Founding Director of Stanford University’s VR Lab) and “The 

Grandfather of VR”, Professor Tom Furness (director of the Washington University VR Lab). He also writes a 

column on VR for learning on VR Focus—the world’s largest immersive technology news site. 

 

In 2019 Steve hosted the Education stage at GITEX and since 2018 he has both coordinated and hosted the 

Immersive Technology stage as a part of the GESS Conference—the largest education conference in region. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Steve is my number one resource for keeping abreast on the latest uses  of AR and VR 

for experiential learning. Heavily involved in the extended reality global community, Steve 

goes hands-on in exploring the latest in immersive technology in educational settings.” 
                                                      Chris Madsen  - Business Development (USA), Immersive VR Education  
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Steve onstage at GITEX in 2017 sharing  

insights into the role of VR for learning 
Steve showcasing new VR technology from  

HTC Vive during the IoTx Conference in 2018 


